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“My Only Comfort”       Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 1       Text: 2 Cor. 1:3-4a   OT Reading – Isa 40:1-11.

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In 1562, two men were told to write a catechism.  

     And boys and girls, ‘catechism’ comes from a Greek word that means ‘to teach by word of mouth.’  In the times before books were common, much learning was done by students memorizing what the teacher said.  

    And one of the best ways to do this was by learning set answers to set questions.  

So in the time of the Protestant Reformation, catechisms were put together to help people learn correct doctrine by memorizing a set of questions and answers.  And the Heidelberg Catechism was one of those catechisms. 

    Well, these two men, Zacharius Ursinus and Caspar Olevianus, met one day to work on their new catechism.  And when Olevianus arrived in Ursinus’ room, they discussed the recent murder of some Christians in France.  Olevianus had just heard that a church in France had been su rrounded by soldiers; 60 people were killed, 200 were wounded, and no mercy was shown to women and children.  In three days of fighting, 100 more had died.  Ursinus assured Olevianus that those who fled would be welcomed in Germany.  However, Ursinus expressed concern about those who were unable to flee.  He said, “Whether they live or die, God Himself must give them comfort.”  

    Olevianus then remarked that these words reminded him of an old priest he once knew in France.  This Priest had said, “My boy, in all of life there is no other comfort than that which comes from believing that Jesus Christ paid completely for all our sins.”  “No other comfort,” said Olevianus, “Now wouldn’t that be a good introduction to our catechism?  What is your only comfort in life and in death?”  And so began the writing of the Heidelberg Catechism.  

    And the comfort they had in view included things like trust, peace, protection, and eternal certainty.  You see, the fact is that in life we encounter much misery.  It comes from things like sin and guilt, pain and suffering, hardship and persecution, and the approach of death.  So the question is: What enables a person to endure life’s miseries and to face death unafraid?  

   I didn’t know him, but via Facebook and the bulletin I was able to follow the last weeks of Opa Neil.  And he was like many other elderly believers I have known, who, despite their physical struggles and despite being sinners like the rest of us, face suffering and death with a song of triumph on their lips.  How is that possible?  What gives them such comfort in the face of misery?  

Well, the answer to those questions is found in our text.  In this section of 2 Corinthians 1, the Apostle gives thanks for God’s Comfort.  And we could well call the verse before us a song of praise to the God of all comfort.  And we want to consider this song under two main headings, which are that believers belong to Jesus and that believers are in the care of their heavenly Father.   

So first of all, believers belong to Jesus.

Context

· Paul had had to write a ‘severe letter’ to the Corinthians because some there had sinned against him (we don’t have this letter).
· He now writes to express his affection for these believers, and to thank them for their repentance, and to encourage them to take comfort from God’s care in the midst of suffering.  

· In vv8-11, we learn that Paul had recently suffered hardship, such that he nearly died.  And he wants believers to experience the same comfort from God that he had experienced.  

So he begins by saying, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles.”

And there is one word in this sentence that speaks about the glorious truth that believers belong to Jesus.  Can you see it?  It is the word our; “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Believers can say, Jesus is mine; Jesus is my Saviour, my friend, and my Lord.  
Now, this is so only because believers belong to Jesus Christ.

· Romans 1:6 “And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.”

· Romans 14:8  “If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.  So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.” 
· Believers belong to Jesus.  
Now, think about your possessions.  What is it that makes one possession more important or precious to you than another?  Usually it is how much it cost you.  

· So think about this in relation to the Father – John 3:16 – “For God soooooooo loved the world that He gave us His only begotten Son.”  

· And in relation to Jesus Himself – 1 Peter 1:18-19 – “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ.”    
· In Exodus 19:5, God uses this language in relation to the Israelites – “My treasured possession…”  And the same language is very deliberately used in the NT in 1 Peter 2:9 of the church of Christ – “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.”  
· Believers are Jesus’ treasured possession.  Believers belong to Jesus!
Now, the power in the truth that believers belong to Jesus is that responsibilty for the possession does not lie with the possession but with the owner.  

· Boys and girls, perhaps you have a bike.  Is tha bike responsible for itself?  Does the bike have to pump up its own tyres and lock itself in the shed at night?  Of course not.  You are responsible for your bike.  Well, similarly, believers are Jesus’ responsibility.

· John 6:37-39 – “This is the will of Him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that He has given me, but raise them up at the last day.”
· Where are believers in that verse?  What are they doing?  NOTHING!  Jesus is saying, ‘You are my responsibility.  It is not up you to earn heaven; it is up to me to bring you there.  And I will!’ 
And these words of the Lord Jesus explain why it is that nothing can make believers stop belonging to Jesus.  
· Not sin/guilt – Sometimes we are crushed by the burden of our sin and guilt!!  But Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  

· Not the devil – Luther would sometimes speak about feeling the claws of the devil’s talons digging into his shoulder.  But 1 John 3:8 says, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.”

· Nothing! Romans 8:39 – “[A long list of things that includes death] nor anything else will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
· The eternal destiny of those who belong to Jesus is certain and unchangeable. 

So when we wrap all we have said about belonging to Jesus, we have the words of Q/A 1 of the HC: “What is your only comfort in life and in death?  That I am not my own, but belong; body and soul, in life and in death; to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.  He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil.”  

In the Song of Solomon, the woman says to the man, “My beloved is mine and I am His.”  And because we understand that book to also speak about Christ and the church, we know that the Saviour is “Our Lord Jesus Christ,” because believers Belong to Jesus!

Those TV commercials – But wait, there’s more!  For our text also reveals that Believers are in the Care of Their Heavenly Father: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles.”

I was recently listening to a talkback session about youth suicide.  About the best that the host had to offer those struggling with suicidal thoughts was, “Life is precious.”  But when you put that next to the evolutionary thinking that is rammed down our throats at school and on TV, that has a very empty and hollow ring to it.  You cannot tell people that they are random molecules that has descended from slime and that life is precious!  It is no wonder that people feel so helpless and without hope!
Contrast that then with what Paul offers the suffering believer: “The Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles.”

· And we know that Paul is speaking from personal experience.  We noted earlier, from vv8-11, that Paul had recently suffered a hardship that almost ended with his death.  

Earlier we read from Isaiah 40, “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God … See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and His arm rules for Him … He tends His flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to His heart.”  What tender and trust-inspiring language!  What a beautiful picture of God’s care for His people!  What a comforting truth to remember and meditate on during times of hardship!

There are so many things that we are sup[posed to fear, if we believe the media:

· ISIS/Nuclear holocaust/Climate change, etc.

And there are many struggles and hardships that come our way:
· Illness/Cancer
· Unhappy marriage/painful divorce

· The struggle to make ends meet

· Children who do not know the Lord

But in the Bible we believers have:

· The lesson and example of Job.

· Hebrews 12, where we are told that “The Lord disciplines those He loves.”  

· We have this promise of God, from 1 Corinthians 10:13: “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
· We have the glorious truth of Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  And later, as we read earlier, the declaration that nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.”

· And when trouble or illness remains, we have the powerful comfort of 2 Cor. 12, where we read about Paul’s thorn in the flesh.  Three times [he] pleaded with the Lord to take it away from [him].  But [the Lord] said to [him], "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 
· And we have the words of Jesus who said, in Matthew 10, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.  And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 

So, with all of these promises and declarations, believers should be like very young children – Judah/Tanielu/Alexandra … Do you think they are sitting there wondering what they will eat for lunch tomorrow?  NO!  Because Mum has that under control.

· Believers know that they are in the care of their heavenly Father.

And just in case we wonder if there is anything that falls outside of the care of our heavenly Father, our text is specific: “The Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles.”
· And this means that even death is of God and under His rule and control.  And to the believer facing death, God has given Psalm 23: “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  
· Believers know that death is not just some law of nature but the doorway from being with the Lord Jesus in this life to being with Him, face to face, in Glory!  
Congregation, what we have seen is that believers belong to Jesus and that believers are in the care of their heavenly Father.  There is only one question left then that needs to be asked.  And I expect you can guess what it is: Are you a believer?  IS the comfort that our text speaks about your comfort?

Well, the Lord wants us to have certainty in relation to this question.  He wants His people to have assurance of faith.  In 1 John 5:13, John says, “I write these things … so that you may know that you have eternal life.”  And what He wrote was this: “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”

Do you have the Son?  Do you believe in the name of the Son of God?  

1. And we are helped to answer that question with the content of Q/A 2 of this Lord’s Day:  You have the Son if you know how great your sin and misery are and have confessed your sin to the Lord, and if you know that the only way to be set free from all your sins and misery is by believing that Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins.
a. For then you will be committed to a life of thankfulness to God for your deliverance.  As Jesus said in John 14:15, “If you love me, you will obey my commandments.”
Do you belong to Jesus?  Are you in the care of your heavenly Father?  Are you facing misery with the attitude of a conqueror rather than the attitude of one conquered?  

Praise God for the comfort of salvation in Christ!oly  HolHoly SpiritH Amen.


